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overwhelmed by a feeling of justified indignation and cannot
analyze the facts objectively." Eussia could still become
great, " for we still have left sufficient expanse and natural
resources to supply all and everyone, if not with abundance,
at least with sufficient means of subsistence. We have the
material in natural resources, in the supply of human
energy, and in the splendid impetus which the creative
spirit of the people received through the great Kevolution."
But to achieve this, time and peace were necessary, and
Lenin repeated the arguments which the Bolshevik peasant
had put forth earlier in the debate. " Revolutionary phrases
will not do. One fool can ask more questions in a minute
than twelve wise men can answer in an hour. We have no
army; we could not keep the army at the front. We need
peace to gain a breathing-space to give the masses a chance
to create new forces of life. In all probability that breathing-
space will be of short duration. . . . We must prepare for the
struggle. Victory is certain. . . . After we have rested, then,
together with the international proletariat, we shall start
a new November Eevolution, but this time on a world
scale.'5

The battle was over at last. The very simplicity of his
case, presented without hyperbole or theatrical effect,
had compelled for Lenin first silence, then acquiescence,
and, finally, a preponderating majority. The resolution
for ratification was put to the Congress as he sat down.
Eed cards were raised in favour and lowered, other
red cards were raised in opposition. The resolution was
carried by 784 votes to 261, with the Left Communists
abstaining. The count was cried through the house ; it was
the voice of a revolutionary assembly confident in their
leader.

It was in almost festive mood that the Eeichstag
interrupted its scheduled order of the day on March 18 to